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undeceived. The popular press, always quick to scent a change of
wind, said they were a good-looking team which ought to be given
a fair trial. The elections, which began on January 12, and according
to the practice of those times were spread over nearly three weeks,
showed that this was overwhelmingly the opinion of the voters.
North, south, east and west, the Liberal and Radical tide swept over
the country, demolishing the strongest Conservative strongholds and
even submerging the Home Counties. Balfour was defeated at Man-
chester, and several other Ministers lost their scats. Young men who
had fought forlorn hopes with no thought of winning found themselves
to their surprise, and sometimes to their embarrassment, suddenly pro-
jected into Parliament. The results far exceeded the most sanguine
estimates of Liberal party managers. The pnc consolation of the
Protectionists was that the Midland area, Joseph Chamberlain's citadel,
remained intact. Through it all that extraordinary man remained
a prophet in his own country, and continued to cheer his followers
with the thought that their opponents had been given more than
enough rope to hang themselves. It was certainly a very long rope.
When the last returns had been declared, the Liberals alone, without
Irish or Labour, were 377 strong to an Opposition total of 15 7, including
Chamberlainites (109), Balfourites (32), and Unionist Free-fooders
(n). The Irish were.the usual 83, and Labour 53, of whom 24 were
allied to the Liberal party, and the remaining 29 nominees of the
Labour Representation Committee, and pledged to sit and vote
independently under the name of the Independent Labour party.
Party feeling ran high during the elections. Liberal and Radical
partisans took a malicious pleasure in exploiting Chinese Labour
against opponents who had used the war for their discomfiture at the
election of 1900. The agitation on this point went a good deal beyond
what the incoming Ministers thought prudent or seemly, and before
the election was over the Prime Minister found it necessary to qualify
the promise he had given in his Albert Hall speech to " stop forthwith
the recruitment and embarkation " of the coolies. Licences for the
embarkation of no fewer than 14,000 had been granted in the previous
November, and it was the unanimous opinion of the Law Officers
that these could not be cancelled without special legislation including
compensation for the licence-holders. Campbell-Bannerman had
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